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Synopsis

In this completely updated edition of Henry KamenA¢a -4,¢s classic survey of the Spanish
Inquisition,A A the authorA A incorporates the latest research in multiple languages to offer a
newAg¢a -a ¢and thought-provokingA¢a -4 ¢view of this fascinating period. Kamen sets the
notorious Christian tribunal into the broader context of Islamic and Jewish culture in the
Mediterranean, reassesses its consequences for Jewish culture, measures its impact on

SpainA¢a -4,¢s intellectual life, and firmly rebuts a variety of myths and exaggerations that have
distorted understandings of the Inquisition. He concludes with disturbing reflections on the impact of

state security organizations in our own time.
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Customer Reviews

"Henry KamenAg¢a -4,¢s The Spanish Inquisition: A Historical Revision remains the best
one-volume survey of this well-studied institution . . . lucid, engagingly written."A¢a —4a *Gretchen
Starr-Lebeau, Journal of Religion"KamenAg¢a -4a,¢s 1965 The Spanish Inquisition set a standard of
clarity and objectivity in a traditionally contentious field. This new edition, the fruit of 50 years of
scholarship and meditation, corrects with hard facts and penetrating analysis many entrenched
myths about Spain and her 350-year-long Inquisition. It will set the agenda for the next generation of
Spanish intellectual historians."A¢a -4 *David Gitlitz, author of Secrecy and Deceit: The Religion of
the Crypto-Jews"Kamen&#39;s work remains the most accessible, comprehensive, and
substantively argued English-language introduction to the Spanish Inquisition."A¢a -a *Kimberly

Lynn, Western Washington University



Henry Kamen is a fellow of the Royal Historical Society and a world authority on Spanish history. He

lives in Greensboro, GA, and Barcelona, Spain.

An outstanding body of research. Should be required reading for anyone interested in the Spanish

Inquisition. An excellent job of dispelling the myth surrounding this period of history.

As a pluralistic secular society it’s difficult for us to objectively understand what motivated those who
lived in what was essentially a confessional state. Additionally, because of our view it's easy to see
and condemn the abuse of the inquisition especially when 300 years of such abuses are surmised
in about 20 hours of reading. Still the author does a nice job of separating fact from fiction. Still it's
important to realize the international historical context on the inquisition which was mostly beyond

the scope of this book.

No problems

| really got a lot out of reading this book. It is a scholarly book, but is accessible to the general
reader. Kamen takes pains to put the Spanish Inquisition within its context of historical, political, and
practical spheres. Dare | use the word "balanced" to describe this portrayal of the much-maligned
institution? In another field, Kamen may be considered nearly an apologist, but careful reading of
the text reveals the author not so concerned with defending the Inquisition as with avoiding the
calumny that has plagued other portrayals.| read this book to prepare for and as an accompaniment
to a trip to Spain, and it most definitely enriched my experience of that country. | am glad Kamen
took the time and care in writing such a thorough depiction of the Spanish Inquisition. Not a short or
easy book, but highly recommended to those who want more than the grotesque voyeurism of most

Inquisition media.

This book was shipped immediately and arrived beautifully packaged! My husband could not be

happier in fact he’s reading it right now!! Best book seller! Highly recommend!!!

As advertised, very good service

| read this book. It uses actual data from the archives. Kamen is not Catholic and so has no reason



to be biased in favor of the Church. He simply destroys the usual falsehoods about Catholicism and
the inquisition. Do you think millions were executed? Well Kamen proves that is a lie. This is real

scholarship by someone who knows his stuff.

Quick ship, book was as described, thanks.
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